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BOARD OF MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
April 25, 2016, Meeting Minutes

On Monday, April 25, 2016, a meeting of the Board of Madison County Commissioners came to order at 
9:50 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
Montana, with Commissioners David Schulz, Chairman, Ron Nye, and Jim Hart present.  Jani Flinn, Relief 
Clerk, was present to take minutes.

Those people in attendance at the meeting were Leona Stredwick, Neil Barnosky, Dave Delisi, Saza Lee, Billy 
Whitehurst, Chris Giacomino, Maynard McQuiston, Shelly Burke, Vicki Tilstra, Ellis Thompson, Howard Chrest, 
Mark Savinski, Justin Ekwall, and those on the attached list.

Ellis Thompson, District One Commissioner Candidate, was present to observe a portion of the meeting.

Approval of Minutes:  Ron Nye moved to approve the April 18, 2016, meeting minutes, as presented.  Jim Hart 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Claims:  The Board approved claims.

Great West Task Order 5 – Madison Valley Manor Parking Lot Concept Study:  No action was taken at this 
time. 

Planning Office:  Leona Stredwick, Planning Technician, met with the Board to present the following topics:

 Resolution 19-2016 – Road Name for Rough Rider Road:  Leona reviewed the request to name a 
driveway that now serves more than two homes.  After discussion, Jim Hart moved to approve Resolution 
19-2016, a Resolution of Road Name Change in Madison County, to name an unnamed driveway that 
provides access to Lots HC-G, HC-H, and HC-I of Plat Book 4, Page 466, Cowboy Heaven Subdivision, 
Phase 2, located within Section 24, Township 6 South, Range 2 East, PMM, to Rough Rider Trail.  Ron 
Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

 Resolution 21-2016 – Road Renaming, Bermuda Terrace to Toms Track:  Leona discussed the name 
change requested by 100% of the affected homeowners.  After review, Jim Hart moved to approve 
Resolution 21-2016, a Resolution of Road Name Change in Madison County to rename Bermuda 
Terrace, providing access to Lots 701-705 and Open Space Lots 701C and 701B of the Golf Course 
Subdivision, Phase 1 (Yellowstone Mountain Club) located within Section 7, Township 7 South, Range 3 
East, PMM, to Toms Track.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

 Amended Plat of Haney and Parrett Subdivisions:  After review, Jim Hart moved to approve the 
Amended Plat of Haney Minor Subdivision & Parrett Minor Subdivision for S1/2 Section 16, T4S, R5W, as
presented by the Planning Board and reviewed by Madison County Exemption Review Board.  David 
Schulz seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.  

Fairgrounds Master Plan:  The Board discussed a proposal to update the existing master plan for the 
Fairgrounds in order to assist with grant applications for economic development.  After discussion, Ron Nye 
moved to approve a proposal from Great West Engineering to update the Master Plan for the Madison County 
Fairgrounds, as recommended by the Fair Board, and approve a 50% participation by Madison County on the 
local share of grant funds.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

Fairgrounds Summer Help:  The Board reviewed a proposal for summer help for the Madison County Fair.  
After discussion, Ron Nye moved to accept seasonal crew as proposed by the Fair Board.  Jim Hart seconded the
motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.
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Fill-in Resignation and Advertisement:  After review, Jim Hart moved to accept the resignation of Micah 
Meyers as Fill-in Clerk effective May 13, 2016, and advertise for a replacement.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  
All voted aye and the motion carried.

Advertisement for Short Term Custodial Position:  After discussion, Jim Hart moved to advertise for a short 
term custodial position, as requested by Tina Kraus, Custodial supervisor.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All 
voted aye and the motion carried.

File Cabinets for Grant / Airport office:  Ron Nye moved to approve purchasing two lateral file cabinets for the 
Grant/Airport office.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

TSEP Public Hearing – RE: Laurin Bridge Grant Submittal:  A public hearing was opened at 11:00 a.m.  Neil 
Barnosky, rancher, and Dave Delisi, property manager, were present for this portion of the meeting.  David Schulz
gave an overview of the past engineering inspections dating back many years, and Madison County’s commitment
to improvements and replacement of bridges.  The State of Montana has the authority to maintain safety and 
would like the bridge closed immediately.  A temporary fix was done with Department of Transportation and Great 
West engineering, to take care of the temporary deficiency.  The weight limit was reduced from 8 tons to 3 tons 
until the bridge can be replaced.  Questions were asked about the timing of the project and how long it would take 
for the construction portion, what created this problem, why not a temporary bridge, design of the new bridge and 
how it will affect the current right of ways, potential use of private bridges, and how to educate people on the 
weight of their current vehicles/trucks.  The public hearing was closed at 11:30 a.m.  Ron Nye moved to approve 
Resolution 23-2016, a Resolution to Authorize Submission of Treasure State Endowment Program (TSEP) 
Application to replace the Laurin Bridge over the Ruby River.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and 
the motion carried.  Jim Hart moved to sign the Section A, Certification, on the Uniform Application Form for 
Montana Public Facility Projects.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center:  Saza Lee, Administrator, met with the Board to discuss the following 
topics:

 Rehab Service/Purchasing Rehab Equipment:  Saza informed the Board that he plans to start the 
proposed rehab service in June, 2016.  The Contract is done and he is in the process of purchasing 
needed equipment.  He is also working with Darcel Cook, Madison Valley Manor Administrator, on any 
items they may have.  The Board encouraged him to contact Paul Marsh to discuss using part of the 
Ruby Valley Hospital Foundation funds and to request the additional funds from the Shaw Trust fund.
After discussion, Ron Nye moved to support Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center in the purchase of 
rehab equipment in an amount not to exceed $10,000, and to split the cost between the hospital 
foundation and the Trust.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

 Powering the Shop/Shed in the Back of the Building:  Saza presented a bid he received for the 
electrical work to get power to the garage at the back of the property.  After discussion, Jim Hart moved to
approve the bid from Volt Electric to run power to the garage in the amount of $1,052.00.  Ron Nye 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.  

 Director of Nursing Moving Expense:  After discussion, Ron Nye moved to approve reimbursement for 
moving expenses to the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center Director of Nursing per the Madison 
County Nursing Homes Relocation Assistance Policy subject to the terms of that agreement, as promised 
by the previous Administrator that she be given a moving stipend.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All 
voted aye and the motion carried.

Pig Panels:  Billy Whitehurst, Madison/Jefferson County Extension Agent, met with the Board to discuss the Pig 
Pens which will be required for the Madison County Fair this year.  Several different options were discussed.  
After review, Ron Nye moved to support the request to use funds from the budgeted equipment & vehicle line 
item for acquisition of additional pig panels adjacent to the pig barn, and share the cost with the Livestock 
Committee.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Ellis Thompson, District 1 Commissioner Candidate, was present for this portion of the meeting.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health Insurance Renewal:  Chris Giacomino and Maynard McQuiston, agents for 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health Insurance, Vicki Tilstra, Finance Director, Laurie Buyan, Commissioners’ Assistant,
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and Shelly Burke, Treasurer, attended this portion of the meeting.  Chris and Maynard presented the renewal 
package for the coming fiscal year.  The rate increase for this year will be 5% which is considered very good.  
This year the plans may require more pre-authorizations and in-house physicians vs. out of network will be critical.
The Board thanked them for the information and will take some time to review the proposal.

Human Resource Officer Job Description:  The proposed job description was reviewed.  After discussion, Jim 
Hart moved to approve the Human Resource Officer Job description, with corrections.  Ron Nye seconded the 
motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Mental Health LAC and Mental Health Partners:  A meeting was convened in the Public Meeting Room with a 
group of mental health partners to help address the mental health needs of Madison County residents.  Natalie 
McGillen, COO, and Mary Morgan, Executive Director of Western Montana Mental Health, Melinda Tichenor, 

County Public Health Board member, Carrie Lutkehus and Kenny Bell, DPHHS Addictive and Mental Disorders 
Division, participated in the meeting via telephone, and those on the attached sheet Visitor Sign In Sheet were in 
attendance.  Everyone was asked to introduce themselves and identify the field of work that they were 
representing.  Western Montana Mental Health was asked to describe its current mental health services to 
Madison County residents, and any future plans.  Other partners described their mental health related services 
and future plans.  Discussion included how everyone could work together to help identify and fill critical gaps in 
the service system. The group brainstormed on two different grant programs to help leverage our efforts to 
improve and expand mental health services in Madison County.  After discussion, Doris agreed to contact Scott 
Meloy to ask questions on the Montana Healthcare Foundation grant opportunity which is due on June 15, 2016.  
Another grant is for crisis response services and is due Friday, May 6, 2016, which could be just a letter outlining 
the goals and budget.  Natalie reminded everyone that a big key is legislative participation and agreed to send out 
a briefing, or talking point sheet, for their next session on May 9, 2016.  John Bishop encouraged the group to 
make sure we apply for the right grant to maximize our monetary efforts.  Rachel suggested that Ruby Valley 
Hospital and Madison Valley Medical Center should combine resources and information to support this effort and 
reduce the stigma of one side vs. the other.  John agreed and would like to have John Semingson present at the 
next meeting to continue the discussion.  It was agreed that everyone would gather information and get back 
together in a couple of weeks to continue the efforts on Grant opportunities.

The meeting reconvened in the Commissioners’ Conference Room.

Follow-up on Road Issues:  Ellis Thompson, Mark Savinski, Howard Chrest, and Justin Ekwall were in 
attendance for this portion of the meeting.  The following items were discussed:

 Howard Chrest had questions on the status of stream access and asked why the County was still 
involved in the case.  David Schulz will request a letter from Madison County’s attorney on her 
opinion.

 The County has agreed to support a request for an examining land surveyor as requested by 
Kathleen Mumme, Clerk & Recorder, and supported by the Planning Department.

 The Road Review committee was discussed again.  Resolution 15-2016 was reviewed and 
changes were made.  After review, Jim Hart moved to move forward with the proposal to create a 
Madison County Road Review Committee, make corrections to finalize, and advertise for same.
Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

 Alderman Road issue:  A letter was sent to the landowner last week and he has met with the 
County Attorney and Sheriff Thompson.  He produced research and maps from the early 1900’s that
support his position that he doesn’t believe a county road goes through his land.  The County 
Attorney will now review this documentation.  This topic will be put back on the Commissioners 
Agenda in mid-June.

 Mark Savinski lives off Mill Gulch. He said the District 1 crew did a good job on the road work on the
lower 1/3 and asked what the plans are to continue.  Different options were discussed and Dave will
discuss them with his road foreman. 

Secondary Roads Priority Changes:  This topic will be continued to the next regularly scheduled meeting.
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United Health Care Participation Agreement:  Ron Nye moved to approve the United Healthcare Medical 
Group Participation Agreement.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

Letter of Support for Naming of Alex Diekman Peak:  After discussion, Jim Hart moved to approve a 
letter of support for the request to name a peak in the Madison Range south of Ennis, Montana, Alex 
Diekman Peak, and to personalize the letter to each of the three agencies requested, and copy Pat Flowers.
Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.  

Airports:  These items will be continued at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, 2016.

This portion of the meeting was closed at 5:10 p.m. so the Commissioners could attend a joint meeting with 
the Planning Board.

On Tuesday, April 26, 2016, a meeting of the Board of Madison County Commissioners came to order at 
3:30 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
Montana, with Commissioners David Schulz, Chairman, Ron Nye, and Jim Hart present.  Jani Flinn, Relief 
Clerk, was present to take minutes.

Airports:

 Ennis Big Sky Airport – Construction Contract (A.M. Welles):  After review, Jim Hart moved to 
approve and sign the Construction Contract between Madison County and A. M. Welles for proposed 
work at Ennis Big Sky Airport in the amount of $1,854,428.70 based on prices stipulated in the Proposal 
and in accordance with the provisions of the Contract Documents.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All 
voted aye and the motion carried.

 Ennis Big Sky Airport – Grant Amendment Letter – AIP 3-30-0090-013-2014:  Jim Hart moved to 
approve a letter to the FAA requesting a grant amendment for the Ennis Big Sky Airport Improvement
Project 3-30-0090-013-2014, to modify the scope of work and Grant Special Condition #23.  Ron Nye 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

 Ennis Big Sky Airport – Grant Amendment Letter – AIP 3-30-0090-015-2015:  Jim Hart moved to 
approve a letter to the FAA requesting a grant amendment for the Ennis Big Sky Airport Improvement 
Project 3-30-0090-015-2015, to modify the scope of work and Grant Special Condition #23.  Ron Nye 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

 Ennis Big Sky Airport Stream Protection Act (SP-124) Permits:  Ron Nye moved to approve 
acceptance of the 318 Authorization from the Montana Department of Environmental Quality for a Stream 
Protection 124 Permit.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

Next meeting:  The next regular Commission meeting will be held on Monday, May 2, 2016, beginning at 9:30 
a.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, Montana.

_________________________________ Minutes prepared by:
David Schulz, Chairman
Board of Madison County Commissioners _________________________________

Jani Flinn, Relief Clerk

Date Approved:  May 2, 2016

Attest:  ___________________________
Kathleen Mumme, Clerk and Recorder, Madison County


