
Madison County Commission Meeting – August 15, 2016 Page 1 
 

 
 
 
 

BOARD OF MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
August 15, 2016, Meeting Minutes 

 
On Monday, August 15, 2016, a meeting of the Board of Madison County Commissioners came to order at 
10:15 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
Montana, with Commissioners David Schulz, Chairman, Jim Hart, and Ron Nye present.  Laurie Buyan, 
Commissioners’ Assistant, was present to take minutes. 
 
Those people in attendance at the meeting were Van Puckett, Vicki Tilstra, and Bonnie O’Neill. 
 
Public Discussion:  Van Puckett, Sanitarian, met with the Board to discuss the possibility of trying to bolster 
volunteerism by County employees, listing several employees and the various organizations they volunteer for, by 
offering them payment for some portion of the time they donate as a volunteer.  There was discussion regarding 
whether this would include sick and vacation accrual for County employees, how to keep it fair in determining who 
should be paid, and if this might create an overtime situation. The Board will check with the auditors for guidance 
on this proposal. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Ron Nye moved to approve the August 8, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.  Jim Hart 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Claims:  The Board approved claims. 
 
Airports – FAA Grant Offer for Ennis Big Sky Airport:  Following review and discussion, Jim Hart moved 
to accept the Grant Offer from the Federal Aviation Administration for the Ennis Big Sky Airport, AIP Grant 
Number 3-30-0090-016-2016 (DOT-FA16NM-2030), to acquire land for development (Tract 10A and 10B, 
10 acres each); Install Weather Reporting Equipment (AWOS III), in the amount of $138,025 for airport 
development or noise program implementation and $100,905 for land acquisition.  Ron Nye seconded the 
motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Department Budget Request Review:  Vicki Tilstra, Finance Officer, met with the Board to discuss 
requests from various departments for additions to their budgets.  Vicki stated that she has added funds for 
both the Blaine Springs and Varney Bridge replacements and the numbers are high because both bridges 
are accounted for but Varney probably won’t begin in the current fiscal year.  She also stated that Margie 
reduced the mills for the Weed budget because the reserves in that account are over.  There was also 
discussion regarding excess reserves in the Public Health fund.  The Board contacted Melissa regarding 
reducing the mills for that budget by one quarter of a mill.  Melissa agreed that the mills should be reduced 
and discussed budgeting for the new Tobacco Prevention Grant.  Vicki will create a new account within the 
Public Health fund with an estimated budget for this grant.  Other budgets topics discussed included 
changes to the budget for the Madison Valley Manor, adding a new deputy in the Sheriff’s Department, Fair 
budget items, Planning budget items, the Federal wage law change, and excess vacation time.  The Board 
gave the Finance Officer direction on which items to add to the budget but no formal motions were made. 
 
Calendars:  The Board reviewed calendars. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
 
Next meeting:  The next regular Commission meeting will be held on Monday, August 22, 2016, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, Montana. 
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_________________________________ 
David Schulz, Chairman 
Board of Madison County Commissioners 
 
Date Approved:  August 22, 2016 
 
Minutes prepared by: 
 
_________________________________ 
Laurie Buyan, Administrative Assistant 
 
Attest:  ___________________________ 
Kathleen Mumme, Clerk and Recorder, Madison County 
 


