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BOARD OF MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
August 22, 2016, Meeting Minutes 

 
On Monday, August 22, 2016, a meeting of the Board of Madison County Commissioners came to order at 
9:58 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, 
Montana, with Commissioners David Schulz, Chairman, Jim Hart, and Ron Nye present.  Jani Flinn, Relief 
Clerk, was present to take minutes. 
 
Those people in attendance at the meeting were Dan Allhands, Leona Stredwick, Justin Houser, Billy Brandt, Eli 
Thompson, Butch Frediani, Ted Liss, Jimmy Hill, Justin Ekwall, Dave Stinar, and Ellen Stinar. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Jim Hart moved to approve the August 15, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.  Ron 
Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Claims:  The Board approved claims. 
 
Planning Office:  Leona Stredwick, Planning Technician, and Justin Houser, Houser Engineering, met with 
the Board to discuss the following topics: 

• Road Naming Resolution – Lois Lane:  A public hearing was opened at 10:03 a.m.  No members 
of the public were present for the hearing.  Hearing no public comments, the hearing was closed at 
10:06 a.m.  After discussion, Jim Hart moved to approve Resolution 30-2016, Resolution of Road 
Name Change in Madison County, as recommended by the Planning Office.  Ron Nye seconded 
the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

• Release of SIA for American Spirit Phase 2 Subdivision, YMC:  After review, Jim Hart moved to 
approve full release of the Subdivision Improvement Agreement Bond number 1000829601 for 
American Spirit Subdivision PUD, Phase 2 in the remaining amount of $298,620.66, accept the 
asbuilts as provided by Justin Houser, PC, waive the 10% warranty guarantee, and sign the Full 
Release Letter per recommendation of the Planning Department.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  
All voted aye and the motion carried. 

• Reduction of SIA for American Spirit Phase 3 Subdivision, YMC:  After review, Jim Hart moved 
to approve a partial release of the Subdivision Improvement Agreement Bond No. 1001006845 for 
subdivision improvements completed to date for the American Spirit Subdivision PUD Phase 3 in 
the amount of $680,191.02, per recommendation of the Planning Department.  Ron Nye seconded 
the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

• Reduction of SIA for Big Springs Village Phase 1B Subdivision, YMC:  After review, Jim Hart 
moved to approve a partial release of the Subdivision Improvement Agreement Bond No. 
1001006852 for the Big Springs Village PUD Phase 1B as presented by Justin Houser, Engineer, in 
the amount of $316,921.88, per recommendation of the Planning Department.  Ron Nye seconded 
the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

• Reduction of SIA for Big Springs Village Phase 1C Subdivision, YMC:  After discussion, Jim 
Hart moved to approve a partial release of the Subdivision Improvement Agreement Bond No. 
1001006849 for subdivision improvements completed to date for the Big Springs Village 
Subdivision PUD, Phase 1C, in the amount of $388,675.78, per recommendation of the Planning 
Department.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

• Reduction of SIA for Golf Course Villas Subdivision, YMC:  After review, Jim Hart moved to 
approve a partial release of the Subdivision Improvement Agreement Bond No. 1001006843 for 
subdivision improvements completed to date for the Golf Course Villas Subdivision, in the amount 
of $680,850.93, based on the recommendation of the Planning Department.  Ron Nye seconded 
the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 

 
Airports:  The Board discussed the status of a listing on a current land lease and the timing of the required 
Airport Land Plan for the FAA.  Details will be forwarded to the County Attorney for review. 
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Replace Sprinkler Heads at Madison Valley Manor:  The Board reviewed a request by Darcel Cook, 
Madison Valley Manor Administrator, to correct a safety issue with existing sprinkler heads in the hallways.  
After discussion, Jim Hart moved to approve a proposal from Western States Fire Protection Co. to extend 
18 existing fire sprinkler heads in the corridors to accommodate the elevation of the new acoustical ceiling 
in the remodeled area as determined at the walk through conducted on 8/11/16, in an amount not to exceed 
$1,436.00.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Great West Task Order #7 – Varney Bridge Grant Administration:  The Board reviewed a proposal from 
Great West Engineering for grant administration relating to the Varney Bridge Replacement Project.  After 
discussion, Jim Hart moved to approve Task Order #7, Varney Bridge Grant Administration, from Great 
West Engineering, for an amount not to exceed $64,500.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and 
the motion carried.  Jim Hart moved to approve and sign Exhibit 2-D, Designation of Depository for Direct 
Deposit of TSEP Funds.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.  Jim Hart 
moved to approve Exhibit 2-C, Signature Certification Form, as presented by Great West Engineering.  Ron 
Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.  After review, Jim Hart moved to approve 
the Madison County TSEP #MT-TSEP-CG-17-865 Project Management Plan for Varney Bridge, as 
presented by Great West Engineering.  Ron Nye seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion 
carried.  A project implementation schedule and project budget were also reviewed. 
 
Road Review Committee Appointment:  The Board reviewed two applications that were received, and 
agreed that they need to have representation on the Committee from all areas of the County.  After 
discussion, Ron Nye moved to appoint John Woodward as the last member to the seven-member 
committee.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Maintenance Update:  Billy Brandt, Maintenance Manager, met with the Board to discuss the following 
topics:  The Library storage room needs hot and cold water and a mop sink.  He has a bid of $650 
maximum from L&J Plumbing. They are also requesting a storage cabinet for cleaning supplies.  After 
discussion, the Board decided the table the discussion until the next regularly scheduled meeting to give 
them time to do a site inspection.  Billy requested permission to get a bid for the next phase of replacing 
concrete steps along the side of the Library from the street and for the platform at the top.  The Board 
encouraged him to get bids and schedule them for review at a regular Commission meeting.  Billy 
presented an elevator maintenance contract which is due now that the elevator is out of its initial warranty 
period.  After review, Ron Nye moved to approve the elevator maintenance contract with Gallatin Valley 
Elevator LLC, for a three year period, at the yearly sum of $650.00.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All 
voted aye and the motion carried.  The Panel Box for Fire Suppression Systems at the old Courthouse will 
need to be replaced because it is outdated.  Billy will get a bid and copy the Board for consideration.  Billy 
needs gravel at the Dispatch side of Placer Loop to fill in holes and maintain the drive.  Dave will coordinate 
with his District 1 Road crew to deliver gravel in the next couple of weeks when they are in the area. 
 
Road Issues:  Ellis Thompson, Butch Frediani, Ted Liss, Jimmy Hill, and Justin Ekwall were in attendance 
for this portion of the meeting.  Ellis started off by questioning the status of various road issues he has 
brought up in the past.  The Board reminded him that the new Road Review Committee – which Ellis is now 
a member of -- was formed to handle these issues.  Justin Ekwall, Deputy County Attorney, answered 
questions on Court mandated road changes versus a petition, current decision on Bertha-Kennett Road, 
etc.  Ellis asked Dave to talk to Rice about cattle guards and crossing safety issues. 
 
REACH Update:  Dave Stinar and Ellen Stinar were present to give an update on the status of Reach Air.  
Dave shared an analysis of second quarter, 2016 Madison County operations.  Four patients were 
transported to St. Patrick’s, Billings, and Bozeman Deaconess during this quarter.  They are working with 
Ruby Valley Hospital on their concerns and requirements, they will help hospitals educate on medical 
emergency vs. transport situations, and work with the legislature on insurance companies vs. network 
provider charges continues.  Reach will keep us posted on new programs as they become available – “Fly 
Me Home” is a new concept they are developing.  If there any questions on the services they provide or 
questions from Madison County citizens, they are encouraged to contact Reach Air directly. 
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Calendars:  The Board reviewed calendars. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:54 p.m. 
 
Next meeting:  The next regular Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 30, 2016, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Administrative Office Building in Virginia City, Montana 
because the Commissioners will be attending a MACo District Meeting in Whitehall on Monday August 29, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
David Schulz, Chairman 
Board of Madison County Commissioners 
 
Date Approved:  August 30, 2016 
 
Minutes prepared by: 
 
_________________________________ 
Jani Flinn, Relief Clerk 
 
Attest:  ___________________________ 
Kathleen Mumme, Clerk and Recorder, Madison County 
 


